
Thames Path North Bank Section 2
Discover central London’s most famous sights along this stretch of the Thames. History, culture and views
galore with detour options.

Distance 9.5 kilometers / 5.9 miles
Duration 3 hours and 15 minutes

Water feature Great views Public loos Refreshments Public transport History
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Step 1: Welcome to the Thames Path! This walk
follows the North Bank of the iconic Thames Path
National Trail from Albert Bridge to Tower Bridge.

Step 2: Buses 11, 19, 22, 49 and 319 stop at
nearby Carlyle Square Chelsea if you’re getting
public transport to the start of this walk.

Step 3: This route starts at the Albert Bridge,
along the Chelsea Embankment.

Step 4: Albert Bridge was built in 1873 & is a
fantastic example of Victorian architecture.

Step 5: With the beautiful bridge behind you and
the river to your right, start strolling along
Chelsea Embankment, a lovely tree lined stretch.

Step 6: On your left, you’ll pass the Chelsea
Physic Garden. It’s a lovely spot, well worth a
visit.

Did you know?

The Chelsea Physic Garden was founded by
the Worshipful Society of Apothecaries in
1673 to promote the study of botany in
relation to medicine, known at the time as the
"physic" or healing arts. As the second-oldest
botanic garden in England, it still fulfils its
traditional function of scientific research and
plant conservation and undertakes 'to educate
and inform'.

Step 7: Across to the south bank you’ll see the
trees and foliage of Battersea Park and The
London Peace Pagoda.

Step 8: There are so much ornate street furniture
here! The embankment was created from
reclaimed land by engineer Sir Joseph
Bazalgette.
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Step 9: Continue walking towards Chelsea
Bridge. We had to cross here owing to a
diversion from the Thames Tideway project.

Step 10: Continue on and you’ll find yourself at
Chelsea Bridge. The current version was opened
in 1937.

Step 11: Cross at the traffic lights.

Step 12: On the opposite side of the road you’ll
find the Western Pumping station, part or the
Victorian sewage infrastructure builds.

Step 13: A few steps later and you’ll be at the
railway bridge.

Step 14: Head underneath. This is a busy bridge
as it head south from London Victoria, just a little
further north from here

Step 15: Through the plane trees, Battersea
Power Station dominates the south bank here.
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Step 16: Continue on the riverside paved path,
enjoying the shade from the plane trees.

Step 17: Don’t forget to look back too for epic
views! The path leaves the river for a short while
here to follow Grosvenor Road.

Step 18: After walking along the road for a short
time, turn right to head into Pimlico Gardens for a
nature break.

Step 19: Can you find the statue of William
Huskisson? The world’s first railway victim, he
stepped in front of Stephenson’s Rocket in 1830.

Step 20: Once you’ve enjoyed the gardens, head
back onto the road.

Step 21: Walk on the pavement along Grosvenor
Road again for a short while.

Step 22: Notice nature as you go!

Step 23: Look out for this opening on your right
back to the riverside path.
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Step 24: Enjoy the peace again away from the
road as you turn left to walk along the Thames
towards Vauxhall Bridge.

Step 25: At the bridge, head up the steps.

Step 26: Turn left at the top towards the traffic
lights.

Step 27: Cross when safe to do so to get to the
other side of the bridge.

Step 28: Turn right to walk towards the bridge
once you’re on the other side.

Step 29: Keep your eyes peeled for some
interesting sculptures along this next stretch.

Step 30: Take the steps back down to the river.

Step 31: Across the Thames here is the famous
Secret Intelligence Service MI6 building.
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Step 32: At the end of them you’ll find Henry
Moore’s Locking Piece which announces the
Tate Britain.

Did you know?

Tate Britain is housed in the Tate's original
premises on Millbank, once the site of
Millbank Prison. Amongst its incomparable art
collections are many memorable river views
by Turner, Whistler and other masters that
were inspired by scenes along this very route.
From here, to reach Tate Modern on the south
bank by a swift river ride, take the Damian
Hurst decorated Tate-to-Tate catamaran,
which leaves from Millbank Pier.

Step 33: The footpath heads back up towards
the road and then continues to follow the river as
you walk towards the gallery.

Step 34: Take a moment (or pop in) to admire
the beautiful Tate Britain, once the site of
Millbank Prison.

Step 35: If you look across the river from this
spot, you may be able to spot The Shard.

Step 36: Continue on past the 32 story Millbank
Tower and the Pier.

Step 37: Past the tower, turn right into the little
garden on the approach to Lambeth Bridge.

Step 38: Some classic London scenes ahead
with the Routemaster and London Eye.

Step 39: At the bridge, head up the stairs.
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Step 40: Cross carefully at the zebra crossing.

Step 41: Then head down the stairs on the other
side to enter Victoria Tower Gardens.

Step 42: There are toilets at bottom of stairs here
and a little play park.

Step 43: Continue walking riverside and look up
from under the plane trees to see Victoria Tower,
part of the Houses of Parliament.

Step 44: Pass the ornate Buxton Memorial,
commissioned to commemorate the
emancipation of enslaved people in 1834.

Step 45: Follow the path towards the tower.

Step 46: You’ll soon find the statues of the
suffragettes Emmeline Pankhurst and her
daughter Christabel.

Step 47: As you reach the road you can’t turn
right to walk past the Houses of Parliament. Turn
left here instead.
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Step 48: Cross Millbank at the zebra crossing
and turn right at the other side.

Step 49: You’re now walking past College
Green, commonly seen on political news reports,
with Westminster Abbey behind.

Did you know?

Edward the Confessor founded Westminster
Abbey in the 11th century. The Abbey has
overseen the coronation of every English
monarch since William the Conqueror in 1066
and provided the burial place for over 3,000
people ranging from Elizabeth 1st to Charles
Dickens and the Unknown Warrior from World
War I.

Step 50: Close by on the pavement, can you find
this? Stand in the middle and you become the
sundial ■!

Step 51: Look across for views of the impressive
Palace of Westminster (official name for Houses
of Parliament).

Did you know?

The Houses of Parliament, officially known as
the Palace of Westminster, survived a notable
attempt by Guy Fawkes to blow it up in 1605,
but was eventually burnt down in 1834 and
rebuilt. The only original part of the building
that was untouched, apart from the crypt and
chapel, was the Jewel Tower and
Westminster Hall. When it was completed
Westminster Hall was the largest hall in
Europe, and today it is still a breath-taking
structure. It has seen many significant events,
such as the trial of Charles I and the lying-in
state of Winston Churchill. There are guided
tours of Palace of Westminster in the summer
months.

Step 52: You can spend sometime exploring the
statues of Nelson Mandela and others in
Parliament Square. Or detour into Whitehall to
see Downing Street, home to the UK’s Prime
Minister.
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Step 53: Cross the road here towards Big Ben
(Elizabeth Tower) at what is arguably one of the
world’s most scenic pedestrian crossings.

Did you know?

When it was cast in 1856, the first bell was
transported to the tower on a trolley drawn by
sixteen horses, with crowds cheering its
progress. Unfortunately, it cracked while being
tested and a replacement had to be made.
The second bell was cast at London's
Whitechapel Bell Foundry. The Foundry is still
in the East End today. In October 1858 the
bell was pulled 200ft up to the Clock Tower's
belfry, a Herculean task that took 18 hours.
Big Ben first rang in July 1859 but, again, the
bell cracked in the following September.
However, this time the bell was simply rotated
so the hammer didn't strike the crack, which is
still there.

Step 54: Turn right onto Bridge Street.

Step 55: Big Ben is the name for the 16 tonne
Great Bell housed inside this iconic landmark,
first cast in 1856.

Step 56: Walk towards Westminster Bridge and
cross the road safely at the large crossing.

Step 57: Head down the steps to join Victoria
embankment. Have you spotted the stunning
Boudicca sculpture on the right?

Step 58: You’ll find toilets just a little further
along here.

Step 59: This stretch has many interesting
memorials and statues including this vibrant
bronze relief of the Battle of Britain.

Step 60: It’s followed by the golden eagles of the
RAF Memorial. On the other side are the backs
of the government buildings on Whitehall.
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Step 61: If there is a diversion in place then
safely cross the road at the pedestrian crossing
and continue.

Step 62: Approach the twin footbridges of the
Golden Jubilee Bridge which hug either side of
the railway bridge. Cross the road with care.

Step 63: Continue riverside and head under the
bridges.

Step 64: Can you find the monument to Sir
Joseph Bazalgette? He‘s known for the creation
of a formal sewer system for London in the late
1800s.

Step 65: Head past Embankment Pier.

Step 66: Beyond the pier is Cleopatra’s Needle,
brought from Alexandria to commemorate the
defeat of Napoleon.

Step 67: You’ll pass the Savoy Pier on your right.
The Savoy Hotel, built in 1889, is across the road
on your left.
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Step 68: Head under Waterloo Bridge and
emerge to the magnificent 18th century buildings
of Somerset House on your left.

Did you know?

Before the Embankment was constructed,
Somerset House would have risen straight out
of the water - in fact the watergate can still be
seen. Since the 18th century it has been the
nerve centre of the nation's naval power. It is
now a major cultural hub, with cafes,
courtyard fountains, galleries and even an ice
rink in winter and an outdoor cinema in
summer.

Step 69: Continue past HMS Wellington as the
silver dragons greet you, marking the boundary
of the City of London.

Step 70: Another detour option here is to turn left
into Middle Temple Lane to explore Middle and
Inner Temple. These Inns of Court house
barristers’ chambers set amongst ancient
courtyards and passageways still lit by gas.

Step 71: Cross the road after Temple Gardens.
There’s a diversion away from the riverside here
due to the completion of Tideway, a new sewage
tunnel.

Step 72: Turn right on the other side to continue
to walk towards Blackfriars Bridge. This guy is
trying to hail a taxi but continue on foot.

Step 73: At the bridge junction, take the
crossings first across Victoria Embankment.

Step 74: Then walk south briefly as if you were
to walk along the bridge.

Step 75: At the next crossing on your left, head
over to rejoin the Thames Path.
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Step 76: There are steps here but a new lift is
available also.

Step 77: Enjoy a little pause while you consider
that the River Fleet enters the Thames here,
entirely hidden from our view. Walk under the
railway.

Did you know?

The River Fleet is the largest of London's
underground rivers and gives its name to
Fleet Street, famous as the old home of
London's newspapers.

Step 78: Follow the landscaped walkway past
the City of London School.

Step 79: You’ll now have clear views of The
Shard as you approach Millennium Bridge. Can
you see Tower Bridge too?

Step 80: Millennium Bridge leads to the iconic
Tate Modern on the south bank, an area known
as Bankside.

Step 81: Look left for views of Sir Christopher
Wren’s St. Paul’s Cathedral, rebuilt from 1675.
Take these steps up and away from the river to
visit.

Did you know?

A Cathedral dedicated to St. Paul has
overlooked the City of London since AD 604,
a constant reminder to this great commercial
centre of the importance of the spiritual side of
life. The present Cathedral (the fourth on this
site) was designed by Sir Christopher Wren
between 1675 and 1710, after its predecessor
was destroyed in the Great Fire of London in
1666. Cathedral highlights include the burial
places of Nelson, Wellington and Wren and
the three galleries set within the great dome,
including the famous Whispering Gallery. The
Whispering Gallery runs around the interior of
the Dome and is 259 steps up from
ground-level. It gets its name from a charming
quirk in its construction, which makes a
whisper against its walls audible on the
opposite side.
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Step 82: A cathedral dedicated to St. Paul has
existed in the City of London since AD 604. The
present cathedral, finished in 1710, was built
after its predecessor was destroyed in the Great
Fire of London in 1666.

Step 83: Continue riverside for a short while
before the path leads you away from the river,
turning left into Broken Wharf.

Step 84: Turn right towards the bridge and walk
along the pavement of High Timber Street.

Step 85: Turn right into Queenshithe to rejoin the
Thames.

Step 86: Enjoy this lovely mosaic timeline of
London en route. Queenhithe Dock is said to be
the only remaining Anglo Saxon dock in the
world.

Step 87: Turn left when you reach the river and
continue walking under these majestic pillars.

Step 88: Follow the path under Southwark
Bridge.

Step 89: Walk through the beautiful tiled tunnel.
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Step 90: Emerge on the other side and head
towards the railway bridge.

Step 91: Continue past Walbrook Wharf.

Step 92: Head under Cannon Street railway
bridge, taking Steelyard Passage.

Step 93: Emerge on the other side, walking
towards London Bridge.

Step 94: Head under the bridge with views to
Tower Bridge ahead, the final destination!

Step 95: On this, the east side of London Bridge,
you can take a detour to see The Monument to
the Great Fire of London and climb its 311 steps.

Did you know?

Nearing London Bridge, a gap in the offices
on the left reveals the golden flame-topped
Monument to the Great Fire of London in 1666
and the rebuilding of the City. It is still the
tallest freestanding stone column in the world
at 202 feet. The Great Fire began in a baker's
house in Pudding Lane on Sunday 2
September 1666 and burned for three days,
after destroying most of the City which at that
time had many timber buildings. After the
Great Fire, Sir Christopher Wren's plan for
London included only stone or brick buildings.
It is possible to climb the Monument's 311
steps to the viewing platform for a heady
panorama of the City and the Thames.

Step 96: Continue riverside, taking the steps or
ramp.
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Step 97: Continue on to the Old Billingsgate
Market, operational until 1982. In Tudor times,
goods liable for duty were checked by customs.

Did you know?

Billingsgate flourished from 1000 AD right until
1982, when the market moved to Canary
Wharf. In Tudor times, this was the heart of
the legal quays, where goods liable for duty
were checked by customs. Beyond
Billingsgate is the old Custom House of 1817,
built close to the site of its 14th-century
predecessor, where the writer and poet
Geoffrey Chaucer, author of The Canterbury
Tales, was Controller of Customs.

Step 98: Follow the path to Sugar Quay Wharf,
with lovely views of Tower Bridge.

Step 99: You’ll soon arrive at the historic Tower
of London. Follow the path slightly inland here.

Did you know?

The Tower area grew up around the original
White Tower, founded by William the
Conqueror in 1100. The Tower is a complex of
several buildings set within two concentric
rings of defensive walls and a moat. After 900
years of constant service as a royal palace,
fortress, prison, place of execution, arsenal,
royal mint, menagerie and jewel house, this
national icon remains the bestpreserved
medieval castle of any European capital. The
Tower of London is famous for its Yeoman
Warders, popularly known as Beefeaters, in
their distinctive Tudor uniforms, and for the
legendary ravens.

Step 100: And then head back towards the river
to stay on the path. On the south bank you can
see City Hall, home of the Greater London
Authority.

Step 101: Continue walking towards the bridge
as you admire the The Tower.

Page 15Thames Path North Bank Section 2

Disclaimer: Directions are provided as guidance only. Weather, construction, closures or other factors may affect routes.
Please take care when crossing roads and avoid private land. Always follow local signage and use common sense.

Created by Go Jauntly Ltd © 2022. Last Updated: 22 September 2022.



Step 102: It’s a complex of several buildings
within 2 concentric rings of defensive walls and a
moat.

Step 103: Continue walking, past Traitors’ Gate,
the medieval prison entrance to the tower from
the river.

Step 104: In its 900 years of service, the
complex has been a royal palace, fortress,
prison, place of execution, royal mint, jewel
house & menagerie.

Step 105: A few steps later and you’ve made it to
the iconic Tower Bridge, one of the Victorian’s
defining London landmarks. Well done!

Step 106: You’ve now completed this section of
the Thames Path. How about moving on to
section 3 towards Greenwich?
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