
Thames Path South Bank Section 1b
Follow the Thames Path from Richmond to Mortlake. Pass the stunning Kew Palace & the brilliant Kew
Gardens and under an ornate bridge.

Distance 6 kilometers / 3.7 miles
Duration 2 hours and 15 minutes

Wildlife Water feature Public transport History Dog friendly Botanics
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Step 1: Welcome to the Thames Path! This walk
follows the South Bank of the iconic Thames
Path National Trail, from Richmond to Mortlake. It
starts by Twickenham Bridge on the south bank
of the river.

Step 2: The nearest stations to the start of this
walk are St Margarets and Richmond. Buses 110
and 969 stop on nearby St.Margarets Road and
Richmond station is served by buses towards
Kew, Chiswick or Mortlake.

Step 3: Walk away from Twickenham Bridge with
the river on your left. The view opens up into the
Crown Estate's Old Deer Park Recreation
Ground.

Step 4: Ahead is Richmond Footbridge, painted
green and cream.

Step 5: Walk pass the site where George III
established an Observatory on the old Kew
Meridian, the line of which is marked by two
obelisks.

Step 6: Continue ahead under Richmond
footbridge. Here sluices are lowered to help
regulate the tides of the Thames.

Step 7: Follow the rivers curve. There is a bench
here if you need to take a break.

Step 8: On your left is Isleworth Ait, one of the
river’s many islands.
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Step 9: You’re heading northwards now through
the woodland.

Step 10: Enjoy the long green tunnel of
overarching trees.

Step 11: You may spot wildlife along this section
of the walk, such as herons posing majestically in
the water.

Step 12: As the river bends again to the right,
you’ll get a view of Old Isleworth with its slipway,
church and pub across on the north bank.

Step 13: This stretch is shared with cyclists and
can get narrow, so be aware of other travellers
as you walk along.
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Step 14: The path is now skirting the Royal
Botanic Gardens Kew, the largest living plant
collection in the world and a World Heritage Site.

Step 15: On the opposite bank is Brentford’s
Syon Park, the London home of the Duke of
Northumberland.

Step 16: The tower of the London Museum of
Water and Steam comes into view on the other
side of the river.

Step 17: Continue on. The mouth of the River
Brent and Grand Union Canal enter the Thames
on the north bank here.

Step 18: On the right is Kew Palace, the former
home of George III, which has been restored to
its 18th century splendour.

Step 19: Carry on with the Thames on the left
and onwards to Kew Bridge.

Step 20: Walk on past Kew Herbarium Library.
Navigation here is easy - simply stick to the
riverside path. Ferry Lane will be to your right.
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Step 21: You’ve now reached Kew Bridge. On
the other side of the water is Kew Bridge train
station.

Step 22: Head underneath one of the arches of
the bridge.

Step 23: Continue along the footpath, passing
Kew Pier and a play park on your right.

Step 24: The path narrows a little along this
section.

Step 25: It’s a great spot to marvel at the width of
the River Thames.

Step 26: Kew Railway Bridge will come into view
ahead very shortly.
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Step 27: Kew Railway Bridge was built for
London and South Western Railway, opening in
1869. Head underneath the bridge.

Step 28: The bridge is made of 5 wrought iron
lattice girders, each spanning 35 metres.

Step 29: Follow the path past the National
Archives on your right.

Step 30: The path broadens here again as you
walk under the trees.

Step 31: Continue along the river as you head
towards Chiswick Bridge.

Did you know?

The University Boat Race, held around
Easter, has been staged on the river between
Putney and Mortlake since 1845. Crews race
over the 4 miles, 374 yards upstream but with
the flow of the tide. The Great River Race
from Ham to Greenwich has been held in
September since 1988. Over 200 entries of
different categories of boat from Viking
longboats to Canadian canoes cover a
gruelling 22 miles.

Step 32: On your right are the well-kept grounds
of Mortlake Cemetery. Up ahead is Chiswick
Bridge.

Step 33: Pass beneath an arch of the ornate
suspension bridge where this section ends.

Step 34: You’ve now completed this section of
the Thames Path. How about moving on to the
next section towards Putney Bridge?
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