
Thames Path South Bank Section 4b
Follow the Thames Path from Tripcock Ness to Crossness Incinerator. Enjoy beautiful riverfront views.

Distance 4 kilometers / 2.5 miles
Duration 1 hour and 30 minutes

Wildlife Water feature Great views History Dog friendly Botanics
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Step 1: Welcome to the Thames Path! This walk
follows the South Bank of the iconic Thames
Path National Trail, from the Thames Barrier to
Crossness Incinerator.

Step 2: This route doesn’t go all the way to
Dover, but in this segment you’ll follow the river
all the way around Thamesmead.

Step 3: Here, the walking and cycling paths
separate. Take the ramp down to the lower path.

Step 4: To your left is a superb view of the
towers operating the drop-gate flood barrier
guarding the mouth of Barking Creek.

Step 5: You’ll pass on your right a wartime Pill
Box, trained on Barking Creek.
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Step 6: The path continues along the river.

Step 7: There are plenty of signs, as the route
continues east, that you’re getting far from the
built-up areas of London.

Step 8: Looking behind you, there’s a
spectacular view of the river and, in the distance,
the skyscrapers of Canary Wharf.

Step 9: Continue on the paved ramp up ahead.

Step 10: Keep following along the pavement
straight ahead.

Step 11: The Crossness Incinerator is the end of
this segment, so you’re getting close now.

Step 12: On your right, you’ll pass an entrance to
the Ridgeway, a linear greenway owned by
Thames Water because it lies atop a buried
sewer line.

Step 13: Soon, you’ll come to the historic
Crossness Pumping Station. The building - both
the outside and the inside - is gorgeous.
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Step 14: Here, the route is surrounded on both
sides by fencing, so it’s not hard to know where
to go.

Step 15: The pumping station building houses
the Crossness Beam Engines, which used to
pump London’s sewage into a reservoir and from
there out into the Thames on the ebb tide.

Step 16: You’ll probably smell the processing
going on here!

Step 17: To your left, you’ll pass the jetty, where
waste was loaded onto sludge boats to be
dumped at sea.

Step 18: Crossness Incinerator, the futuristic
building with the curved chimney, changed all
that.

Did you know?

The plant burns waste, generating power to
drive the sewage works, and producing 40%
as a by-product for soil fertilizer.

Step 19: This striking building is also the end of
this segment. It’s about a mile through the
Crossness Nature Reserve to Belvedere Station,
or you can retrace your steps and catch a bus
from Thamesmead.

Step 20: You’ve now completed this section of
the Thames Path. How about moving on to the
next section towards Erith's Riverside Gardens?
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