
Thames Path South Bank Section 3b
Follow the National Trail as it weaves past Greenwich’s landmark UNESCO Heritage Site.

Distance 4.5 kilometers / 2.8 miles
Duration 1 hour and 30 minutes

Wildlife Water feature Great views Public transport History
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Step 1: Welcome to the Thames Path! This walk
follows the south bank of the iconic National Trail
from Greenland Pier to Greenwich Power
Station.

Step 2: The bus stop at Grove Street / Plough
way is served by the 199 towards Greenwich or
Canada Water. Surrey Quays is the nearest tube
station.

Step 3: With the Thames on your left, walk
around the riverside path to the entrance of
South Dock.

Step 4: Cross over the lock, the entrance to
South Dock. The dock is well used and has
berths for over 200 vessels. Bear left after you
cross.

Did you know?

This whole peninsula took the biggest
pounding of any British docks in World War II.
South Dock was pumped out and used to
build the concrete caissons for the 'Mulberry
Harbours', used in the D-Day landings, and
named after Mulberry Quay.

Step 5: Across the river you’ll have clear views of
the Isle of Dogs and the financial centre of
Canary Wharf.

Step 6: Continue ahead and enjoy the wide
pedestrian path here as you walk past housing
and gardens.

Step 7: This stone marks the boundary between
St Mary’s parish, Rotherhithe, and St Paul’s
parish, Dartford.

Step 8: It was also the Kent-Surrey boundary
until 1899. The stone was relocated from its
original location nearby in 1988.
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Step 9: The path passes Deptford Wharf here
briefly so watch out for vehicles.

Step 10: Head past the canons in front of Aragon
Gardens and continue past the high-rise flats of
the Pepys Estate.

Step 11: Head slightly ahead and right to enter
Pepys Park.

Did you know?

This was once the site of the Tudor docks of
Deptford. It was here on the steps that Sir
Francis Drake was knighted by Queen
Elizabeth 1st after he circumnavigated the
world on the Golden Hinde (a replica of which
can be seen at the St Mary Overie Dock on
Clink Street by Southwark Cathedral. Walk by
this on south bank section 2).

Step 12: The playground should be on your left
as you follow the main central walkway.

Step 13: Stay left at the fork in Upper Pepys
Park.

Did you know?

The park and estate are named after one of
Deptford's most famous residents, Samuel
Pepys, who did much to reform the Royal
Navy, as well as keeping his now famous
diary from 1660-1669.

Step 14: Head left at the end of the path towards
the stairs.

Step 15: Walk down the stairs and cross Millard
Road.

Step 16: Continue straight between the buildings
to enter Lower Pepys Park.
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Step 17: Head straight on to walk on the central
path through the park between the oak and
cherry trees.

Step 18: Exit the park and turn left into Grove
Street.

Step 19: Walk along the road until you reach
Sayes Court Park on your left and enter.

Step 20: Head straight on the path in front of
you.

Did you know?

This was the site of the house and garden of
John Evelyn, the great writer and herbalist.

Step 21: Turn right at the next junction of paths
and head generally to the right towards the exit
off Sayes Court Road.

Step 22: After walking amongst yew, mulberry,
London plane, horse chestnut, beech, lime trees
and more, find the exit to your right.

Step 23: Continue ahead on Sayes Court Street.

Step 24: Turn left into Princes Street.
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Step 25: Continue on Princes Street until the end
of the road.

Step 26: At the end of the road you’ll find The
Dog & Bell pub on your right.

Step 27: Turn left into Watergate Street.

Step 28: Find Twinkle Park at the end of the
street. You can head in to explore.

Step 29: Or turn right into Borthwick Street which
you’ll find if you walk a few more paces on
Watergate Street.

Step 30: Continue on Borthwick Street and walk
straight on, locating the pedestrian walkway
when the road bends around into Deptford
Green.

Step 31: Follow the path around to the left to
head back to the Thames.

Step 32: Once riverside, there’s a path next to
the river alongside Glaisher Street.
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Step 33: Enjoy being back along the Thames
under the hawthorn trees here as you walk
towards Deptford Creek.

Step 34: To your left you’ll have great views
across to the Isle of Dogs again, and possibly
people walking along the beach in front of you.

Step 35: As you reach the mouth of the River
Ravensbourne (known as Deptford Creek here)
you’ll find this statue of Peter the Great.

Did you know?

Tsar Peter 1st of Russia, more usually
described as 'Peter the Great', travelled to
Europe in 1697-98 to study new
developments in technology, especially
shipbuilding. He lived near the Royal
Dockyard in Deptford, at the home of the
writer John Evelyn, for much of his four-month
stay in England. This statue was erected in
2001 to commemorate the Tsar's visit.

Step 36: Follow the path as it bends around to
the south towards the footbridge.

Step 37: Turn left to walk across the Greenwich
Reach Swing Bridge.

Step 38: Look right to see Deptford Creek
winding its way to the Thames.

Step 39: Turn left on the opposite side to join
Dreadnought Walk.

Step 40: Continue past the apartments. There’s
a play park on your left here.
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Step 41: Turn left as you meet Victoria parade to
stay by the river.

Step 42: Head right. You’ll be able to see the
chimneys of the power station in the distance &
the domed entrance to Greenwich Foot Tunnel.

Step 43: As you reach the beach and slipway,
turn right to head inland. The slipway was used
for the ferry service which was replaced by the
tunnel.

Step 44: Then left to continue riverside.

Step 45: Ordinarily you can walk straight on here
by the river to the Cutty Sark. However in August
‘22 there was a diversion in place.

Step 46: Turn right into Horseferry Place to
continue on the diversion.

Step 47: Turn left into Thames Street and
continue straight onto the pedestrian path and
then straight into Welland Street.

Step 48: Turn left to carefully walk through the
car park between Rockfield House and Coltman
House.
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Step 49: Head up the ramp at the end of the car
park to rejoin the Thames Path.

Step 50: You made it to the Thames Foreshore
at Greenwich! There are great views across the
water to the north bank.

Step 51: Head right towards the foot tunnel
entrance and the Cutty Sark, some of the iconic
sights that create Greenwich’s skyline.

Step 52: On the north bank you’ll be able to spot
the north tunnel entrance amongst the plane
trees of Island Gardens.

Step 53: The famous Cutty Sark is your next
landmark, the world’s last surviving tea-clipper.

Did you know?

The fastest sailing ship of her time, the Cutty
Sark was built in 1869 in Scotland and she
was intended to last only 30 years. She was
undergoing restoration when a fire broke out
in 2007. After extensive work, her restoration
is now complete.

Step 54: Continue past the ship alongside the
restaurants towards Greenwich Pier.

Step 55: To your right you’ll find Cutty Sark
Gardens which houses the tourist information
centre, public toilets plus statues and memorials.

Step 56: Head on past the Old Royal Naval
College buildings, some of it now home to the
University of Greenwich.
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Step 57: The buildings are the centrepiece of the
Maritime Greenwich UNESCO World Heritage
Site.

Did you know?

Designed by Sir Christopher Wren, the
buildings were finished in 1712 and initially
served as a hospital until 1869. It later served
as the Royal Naval College between 1873 and
1998.

Step 58: Ahead now you can see Greenwich
Peninsula and the O2 Arena to the left with its
iconic white domed roof.

Step 59: Continue to the Trafalgar Tavern pub.

Step 60: You’ll find a small statue of Admiral
Lord Nelson outside.

Step 61: Walk along the pub, and turn left just
after it. The flags over head show you the way!

Step 62: Continue straight along Crane Street.
The hustle and bustle of Greenwich quickly melts
away as you continue on.

Step 63: Veer left to get back to the riverside.

Step 64: On your right, in the shadow of the
power station, is a building of Trinity Hospital,
originally established as an almshouse in 1613.

Step 65: Once you’ve reached the power station,
you’ve completed this section of the Thames
Path. How about moving on to section 3d
towards the Thames Barrier?
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