
Thames Path South Bank Section 1c
Enjoy riverside pubs and peaceful seclusion through a nature reserve on this section of the Thames Path
from Mortlake to Putney.

Distance 7 kilometers / 4.3 miles
Duration 2 hours and 30 minutes

Wildlife Water feature Great views Refreshments Public transport History
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Step 1: Welcome to the Thames Path! This walk
follows the South Bank of the iconic Thames
Path National Trail from Mortlake to Putney.

Step 2: The Thames Bank bus stop is on this
side of Chiswick Bridge, served by the 190 and
533 towards West Brompton and Hammersmith
or Richmond. Alternatively, Mortlake Train station
is a short walk away.

Step 3: With Chiswick Bridge just behind you,
start walking along the Thames Path with the
river on your left.

Step 4: Look back to see the ornate arches of
Chiswick Bridge, built from Portland Stone and
opened in 1933 on the site of a former ferry
crossing.

Step 5: Follow the path onto Thames Bank with
its pastel painted houses.

Step 6: Head past the UBR pillar. What could it
mean? The University Boat Race! It has been
staged between Putney and Mortlake since
1945.

Did you know?

The University Boat Race, held around
Easter, has been staged on the river between
Putney and Mortlake since 1845. Crews race
over the 4 miles, 374 yards upstream but with
the flow of the tide. The Great River Race
from Ham to Greenwich has been held in
September since 1988. Over 200 entries of
different categories of boat from Viking
longboats to Canadian canoes cover a
gruelling 22 miles.

Step 7: Continue on the grass path.

Step 8: Pass The Ship pub which has toilet
facilities when open.
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Step 9: Turn left after the pub to continue on the
path which narrows here to squeeze between the
river and the brewery ahead.

Step 10: Continue on past the former Budweiser
Brewery, closed in 2016.

Step 11: It can get muddy as you pass the small
draw dock so take care.

Step 12: The path is still narrow here between
the apartments and the Thames. Enjoy the views
through the willow tree.

Step 13: Continue on past Jubilee Gardens.
When we visited in August ‘22 there was a short
detour so we turned right just before the gardens.

Step 14: Head up the concrete ramp or stairs on
your left. Continue straight, directly away from
the river.

Step 15: At Mortlake High Street, turn left to
follow the pavement paralleling the river.
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Step 16: Continue ahead, veering left at the
junction.

Step 17: On your left is Ye White Hart pub, an
ideal spot for watching the final stages of the
annual University Boat Race.

Step 18: Carefully cross when it’s clear and
continue on the road as it turns into The Terrace.

Step 19: This part of the walk is also included on
The Barnes Trail which takes jaunters on points
of interest around Barnes.

Step 20: At Barnes Bridge, cross The Terrace at
the pedestrian crossing so that you’re on the
same side as the Thames.

Step 21: Walk under the bridge.

Step 22: Emerge on the other side and look back
to admire the Grade II listed rail and pedestrian
bridge.

Page 4Thames Path South Bank Section 1c

Disclaimer: Directions are provided as guidance only. Weather, construction, closures or other factors may affect routes.
Please take care when crossing roads and avoid private land. Always follow local signage and use common sense.

Created by Go Jauntly Ltd © 2022. Last Updated: 01 September 2022.



Step 23: Continue on the path past The Bulls
Head, known for its nightly jazz gigs.

Step 24: Continue as the path follows the
riverside along Lonsdale Road with sweeping
views of the Thames ahead.

Step 25: You might spot plenty of wildfowl along
this stretch, making use of the beaches on the
river bank.

Step 26: Just after the turning for Nassau Road,
the Thames Path bears left away from Lonsdale
Road.

Step 27: Follow the gravel path as it heads under
the trees through the Small Profit Dock Gardens
towards Leg o' Mutton Nature Reserve.

Did you know?

Leg o' Mutton (or Lonsdale Road) Nature
Reserve takes its name from its shape. Bats
are known to roost in the old poplar trees
here, and a number of bird species, including
grebes, cormorants and the rare pochard, use
the lake - probably because it is not far from
the London Wetlands Centre. A walk around
the entire perimeter comes to about a mile,
although The Thames Path only follows half
way round.
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Step 28: Continue on the path enjoying the views
across the Thames to your left.

Step 29: Look up and enjoy the canopy of oak
and poplar trees as you walk around the old
reservoir.

Step 30: Continue to follow the path as it gently
bends round to the right. The trees here provide
much needed shade for hot days.

Step 31: As you reach the end of the nature
reserve there’s a bench providing views across
the river to Chiswick Eyot.

Step 32: On your right you’ll see the start of
numerous school playing fields which continue
with you as you walk towards Hammersmith
Bridge.

Step 33: As you walk past the school buildings
on your right, you’re now over halfway through
this section. Well done, keep going!

Step 34: As you pass the slipway you’ll have
clear views of the north bank. The tallest building
is The William Morris Society, once his home.
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Step 35: As you follow the river meander, you’ll
see Hammersmith Bridge ahead. One of the
world’s oldest suspension bridges, it opened in
1887.

Step 36: It’s been undergoing repairs for a few
years and is currently closed to vehicle traffic but
open to walkers and cyclists yay!

Step 37: Head under the bridge.

Step 38: Continue straight to follow the Thames
Path on the gravel track.

Step 39: Can you identify the maple trees as you
walk along this stretch?

Step 40: After the gardens you’ll see the
imposing building that used to be Harrod’s
Furniture Depository. It’s now divided up into
apartments.

Step 41: It’s a beautiful building and quite
amazing that such a brilliant riverside spot was
used as a furniture warehouse.

Step 42: From here continue as the river bends
to the south under the trees.
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Step 43: Once you pass the riverside
apartments, you’ll reach this more secluded
stretch of the Thames Path, accompanied by
birdsong.

Step 44: Enjoy the vistas as the trees open up to
your left. Behind the bank on your right lies
London Wetland Centre.

Did you know?

The London Wetland Centre, 42 acres of
wetland habitats, is home to rare and beautiful
wildlife, including bitterns, kingfishers and a
colony of endangered water voles. There is a
visitor centre, restaurant, cinema, a 'Bird
Airport' viewing observatory and wildlife hides,
an adventure area and interactive Discovery
Centre for children. It is managed by the
Waterfowl and Wetland Trust.

Step 45: Continue past this memorial to famous
oarsman & coach Steve Fairbairn. It lies one mile
from the start of the University Boat Race course.

Step 46: Depending on the time of your walk,
you may well see rowing clubs setting off on their
practices along this stretch.

Step 47: If you want to visit the wetlands, head
right here at the signpost which will take you
along Queen Elizabeth Walk to the entrance.

Step 48: Continue riverside on the Thames Path
and you’ll find Bath Elms Boat House, a sign of
the many rowing and sailing clubs to come.

Step 49: Across the water, the large structure
you can see is Craven Cottage, home to Fulham
Football Club.
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Step 50: At the next signpost as you meet
Beverley Brook, there’s an option to turn right
and explore Beverley Brook Walk.

Step 51: Continue straight and head over the
bridge to cross Beverley Brook.

Step 52: As you walk towards the south east
here you’ll have nice views to Putney Bridge.
Leader’s Gardens on your right has two
playgrounds.

Step 53: After the gardens you’ll walk past a
succession of rowing and sailing clubs, many
owned by colleges and universities.

Step 54: You’re now walking along Putney
Embankment, shared with other users including
vehicles, so do take care.

Step 55: Continue towards the bridge.

Step 56: Past the marine supply shop you’ll be
able to walk along a riverside path again briefly.

Step 57: The Duke’s Head pub is on your right in
case you need refreshments.
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Step 58: Continue straight along the
embankment.

Step 59: Ordinarily you can continue walking
riverside, however in Aug ‘22 the Thames
Tideway sewage tunnel has worlds going on
here. Cross the road.

Step 60: Continue walking straight on, using the
path on the other side.

Step 61: As Putney Embankment joins Lower
Richmond Road you’ll notice this sculpture of two
people embracing.

Step 62: Turn left onto Lower Richmond Road
past the bus stop.

Step 63: You’ve reached Putney Bridge, the
oldest Thames Bridge still in use. The original
was opened in 1729 and this one opened in
1886.

Step 64: You’ve now completed this section of
the Thames Path. How about moving on to
Segment 1d towards Battersea Park?
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