
Thames Path North Bank Section 1b
Follow the Thames Path from Radnor Gardens to Kew Bridge. Pubs, historic buildings & toilets en-route.

Distance 10.5 kilometers / 6.5 miles
Duration 3 hours and 45 minutes

Water feature Great views Public loos Refreshments Public transport Botanics
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Step 1: Welcome to the Thames Path! This walk
follows the North Bank of the iconic Thames Path
National Trail, from Radnor Gardens to Kew
Bridge.

Step 2: The nearest station to the start of this
walk is Strawberry Hill station. Buses 267, 281,
290 and 681 stop on the nearby Hampton Road.

Step 3: Welcome to Radnor Gardens. There is a
café and public toilets here if you need to
frequent either before setting off.

Step 4: Pass by the Strawberry Hill Bowling
Club.

Step 5: Enjoy a welcome reunion with the
Thames.

Step 6: Riverside seats are well placed along
this section to enjoy the view.

Step 7: Take the right fork as you head towards
the exit of the park.

Step 8: On leaving the park, bear right at the
traffic lights into Cross Deep.

Page 2Thames Path North Bank Section 1b

Disclaimer: Directions are provided as guidance only. Weather, construction, closures or other factors may affect routes.
Please take care when crossing roads and avoid private land. Always follow local signage and use common sense.

Created by Go Jauntly Ltd © 2022. Last Updated: 22 September 2022.



Step 9: On your right is a blue plaque. This is the
location of Alexander Pope’s famous grotto in
1720.

Step 10: Continue along the pavement until you
reach the main junction in Twickenham Centre.
Turn right.

Step 11: Turn right again down Wharf Lane.

Step 12: Back riverside, head left to find the
tree-lined Embankment with its footbridge to Eel
Pie Island.

Step 13: Eel Pie Island and the little shops in
Church Street are worth exploring if you have the
time.

Step 14: Pass St Mary’s Church on your left.

Step 15: Walk along the lane beneath the
footbridge of York House.

Step 16: Pass charming houses clustered
around The Swan Pub.
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Step 17: Continue along riverside and under
another footbridge.

Step 18: On your left, you’ll see the Orleans
House Gallery. It’s free to visit, so feel free to pop
in!

Step 19: The route continues opposite the
Orleans House, heading back towards the river.

Step 20: Cross the green here, bearing left at the
end.

Step 21: Back to the river path. You need to
pass Hammerton’s ferry just before the entrance
to…

Did you know?

Hammerton's Ferry is a seasonal foot and
bike ferry which was started by Walter
Hammerton in 1909. He charged 1d for each
trip and it has been a picturesque and popular
way to travel for over 100 years. It runs
between Marble Hill Park and Ham House on
the other side of the Thames.

Step 22: … Marble Hill House. It’s one of the last
complete surviving riverside villas with 66 acres
of riverside parkland.

Did you know?

Marble Hill House was built for Henrietta
Howard, the mistress of George II. It is one of
the last complete surviving riverside villas with
66 acres of riverside parkland. The beautiful
and learned Mrs Howard held court here to
literary wits and notable figures of the day. It is
now managed by English Heritage.

Step 23: Continue along the tree lined path.
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Step 24: Richmond’s huge Royal Star & Garter
House rises from the trees on the opposite bank.
The full width of the river is revealed here.

Did you know?

During the 18th century, an idyllic pastoral
landscape was created along the Thames
below Richmond Hill. Magnificent palaces set
in gardens or parks, linked by a series of
avenues, were set within a designed
landscape of meadows and woodland. Today
it forms the largest connected open space in
London. The classic view from Richmond Hill
was protected by Act of Parliament in 1902.

Step 25: A final stretch brings the path past flats
and houses to Richmond Bridge.

Step 26: The street lights are more sensitive at
dusk here as there are important bat feeding
grounds nearby.

Step 27: At Richmond Bridge the Thames Path
joins another Walk London route, the Capital
Ring for a while.

Step 28: Cross Richmond Road & set off straight
ahead down Willoughby Road.

Step 29: As well as the pleasant, shared footpath
of Duck’s Walk.
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Step 30: You’ll soon be rejoining the river at
Twickenham Bridge, which is right ahead.

Step 31: Pass underneath the underpass. There
are street lamps lighting this area.

Step 32: Fairly soon, the tree-lined embankment
of Ranelagh Drive will arrive at Richmond Lock
footbridge.

Step 33: This is where lock and sluices help
control the level of the Thames.

Step 34: Continue following the path.

Step 35: There are benches here so that you can
enjoy the surroundings for a while.

Step 36: Here the path joins the River Crane
Walk to skirt a huddle of houseboats, before
branching left into a short lane.

Step 37: Then turn right onto the main Richmond
Road.
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Step 38: Follow the high brick wall past the
entrance of what was Nazareth House Convent.

Step 39: Then turn right into Lion Wharf Road.

Step 40: Where you’ll rejoin the river and its path
by turning left.

Step 41: Here there are pleasant views of
Isleworth Ait.

Step 42: You will have reached Town Wharf pub.
The riverside path is literally the boardwalk
terrace of the pub.

Step 43: For a step-free route or if the pub
terrace is too crowded, turn left before the pub
and right onto Church Street.

Step 44: Follow the river in front of the pub,
across their terrace and out over a small
hump-backed footbridge.

Step 45: Both routes come out at the Duke of
Northumberland’s River (actually a man-made
canal), where it joins the Thames.
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Step 46: Back at Church Street, turn right.
Continue straight, down the road lined with flags
overhead.

Step 47: Stay straight ahead up Church Street.

Step 48: The London Apprentice pub offers
grand views of the picturesque waterfront of Old
Isleworth.

Step 49: You’ll pass All Saint’s Church with the
old tower on the left.

Step 50: Continue straight along Church Street
as it bends to the left.

Step 51: Soon, you’ll come to the gates of Syon
Park. Enter the park here, the 200 acre grounds
of the Duke of Northumberland’s historic London
home.
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Step 52: Walk up the gravel path in the broad
verge…

Step 53: … past the front of Syon House.

Step 54: Veer right and cross in front of the
garden centre.

Step 55: With the car park on the left & bearing
ahead and slightly right, head for the walled
access road.

Step 56: Follow the path. This section has
staggered metal barriers here.

Step 57: Turn right onto Brentford High Street.

Step 58: Continue onto Brentford Bridge over the
Grand Union Canal.

Step 59: In Aug ‘22 there is currently a diversion
in place on the path. Ignore the sign pointing you
down The Ham and turn right down Augustus
Close.
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Step 60: Walk along the pavement on the
left-hand side of the road, and follow it as it
bends to the left.

Step 61: You’ll cross up and over the canal
beneath you.

Step 62: Turn left here to head back towards the
river. There’s a few gates to pass through along
the way.

Step 63: At the footbridge, head right down the
steps. There is a metal handrail on your left here.

Step 64: At the bottom, there’s only one way to
go along the canal! It’s a bit narrow here, so take
care.

Step 65: Now head up this set of stairs to join
Dock Road.

Step 66: Cross over the canal on the cobbled
Dock Road.

Step 67: Following the road ever so slightly
downhill.
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Step 68: Passing a beautiful nature inspired
street art piece as you go.

Step 69: Turning right onto the High Street.

Step 70: Continue along the High Street.

Step 71: Then take the next narrow passageway
to the right.

Step 72: This leads past the boat yards.

Step 73: Along the canal towpath and to the
mouth of the river Brent where it joins the
Thames.

Step 74: There are some benches in this tree
lined area, a great place to stop if you need a
break.

Step 75: Walk round the water’s edge in front of
the new housing development at Ferry Quay.
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Step 76: Then turn left down Goat Wharf.

Step 77: Turn right and you’ll join the High Street
again.

Step 78: Just after the traffic lights, turn right.

Step 79: Heading down a passageway, Smith
Hill.

Step 80: Left into the gate in the walk, which
leads to a car park of a red brick building.

Step 81: Follow the path round to the left,
following the river wall.

Step 82: Turn left, then walk towards door & go
up the stairs.

Step 83: The steps lead along the back of
Waterman’s Art Centre & Waterman’s Park.
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Step 84: Look over the river here to Kew
Gardens or across the High Street to the tower of
the London Museum of Water & Steam.

Did you know?

The London Museum of Water and Steam
houses the finest collection of stationary
steam pumping engines in the world. Also
nearby on the High Street is the Musical
Museum, which contains one of the world's
best collections of automatic instruments,
from the tiny clockwork Musical Box to the
self-playing 'Mighty Wurlitzer'.

Step 85: At the end of the Gardens head up the
stairs that are on your left.

Step 86: Turning right to briefly join Brentford
High Street.

Step 87: After 15 metres turn sharp right down
The Hollows. The steps descend to a narrow
stretch of towpath.

Step 88: A secluded community of houseboats
provide a contrast to the luxury riverside flats.

Step 89: Continue following the path. Kew Bridge
Station is nearby.

Step 90: You’ve now completed this section of
the Thames Path. How about moving on to the
section 1c, towards The Crabtree in Fulham?
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