
The Jubilee Walkway Section 5
The Jubilee Loop: A 3km walk around Buckingham Palace, St James Park and Westminster.

Distance 3.1 kilometers / 1.9 miles
Duration 1 hour

Public loos Picnic spot Refreshments Great views Child friendly Public transport
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Step 1: Welcome to Section 5 of the Jubilee
Walkway. This circular Jubilee Loop starts at
ends on the south side of Trafalgar Square.
Charing Cross is the closest tube station.

Step 2: With Trafalgar Square behind you and
keeping Canada House on your right, cross
Cockspur Street.

Did you know?

Trafalgar Square was laid out in 1840 by Sir
Charles Barry, architect of the new Houses of
Parliament. The square is a place for national
rejoicing, celebrations and demonstrations. It
is dominated by Nelson's Column with the
18-foot statue of Lord Nelson standing on top
of the 171-foot column, erected in honour of
his victory at Trafalgar.

Step 3: Turn left to walk around the corner past
the Ugandan High Commission.

Step 4: Turn right to enter The Mall by passing
under Admiralty Arch.

Did you know?

Admiralty Arch was designed by Sir Aston
Webb and completed in 1912. It adjoins the
Old Admiralty Building, hence the name. The
building was commissioned by King Edward
VII in memory of his mother Queen Victoria,
although he did not live to see its completion.

Step 5: Go through the arch on the right.

Step 6: Continue past the Royal Marines
Memorial.
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Step 7: After 300 metres, pass the Duke of York
steps, with a large granite column and bronze
statue of the Duke of York at the top.

Did you know?

At the top of the Duke of York's steps is the
Duke of York Column; he was the second
eldest son of King George III. The column is
made of pink granite and the statue was
created in 1834. The Duke of York was the
commander-in-chief of the British Army during
the French Revolutionary Wars and is
remembered in the children's nursery rhyme,
'The Grand Old Duke of York'

Step 8: Cross over The Mall via the crossing
next to the steps. Then turn left to continue
walking along The Mall.

Did you know?

The Mall is London's Ceremonial route from
Buckingham Palace to the City of London.
The monarch's coach travels along here to
their Coronation in Westminster Abbey and
the late Queen Elizabeth II travelled along The
Mall to St Paul's Cathedral for the
thanksgiving services for her Jubilee
celebrations.

Step 9: St James’s Park stretches out and ahead
to your right - the oldest Royal Park in London.

Step 10: Follow The Mall to the end at
Buckingham Palace.

Step 11: The Mall is flanked by the London plane
trees which are found all over the capital.

Step 12: Look out for the beautiful gates leading
into St James’s Park on the way.
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Step 13: You'll soon arrive at Buckingham
Palace, with the Queen Victoria Memorial in
front.

Did you know?

Buckingham Palace has served as the official
London residence of Britain's sovereigns
since 1837. It was originally a town house that
was owned from the beginning of the 18th
century by the Dukes of Buckingham. With
775 rooms, Buckingham palace has been
used for many official events and receptions
held by the monarch. Some areas of the
palace are opened to visitors each year.

Step 14: Turn left by the palace to walk around
the western edge of St James’s Park.

Step 15: You can take a detour to head in and
admire the lovely ponds and greenery.

Step 16: Take a left onto Birdcage Walk.

Step 17: Walk past the Wellington Barracks and
the Guards Chapel on the other side of Birdcage
Walk on your right.

Step 18: Wellington Barracks were designed in
1833 but rebuilt in the 1960s after the original
chapel was destroyed by a bomb in World War II.
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Step 19: At the end of Birdcage Walk cross
Horse Guards Road, into Great George Street.

Step 20: Keep walking until you reach
Parliament Square to see the Elizabeth Tower of
Big Ben, The Houses of Parliament and
Westminster Abbey.

Did you know?

The history of Westminster Abbey goes back
more than a thousand years, when
Benedictine monks came to this site in the
10th century. The Abbey has been the
Coronation church since 1066 and 17
monarchs are buried here. The site of the
Houses of Parliament is officially known as the
Palace of Westminster and has been the
permanent site of Parliament since 1547. The
clock tower, now known as the Elizabeth
Tower, contains the famous Big Ben bell, cast
in 1858 and named after Benjamin Hall,
commissioner of works at that time. You can
hear it striking each quarter and its familiar
chimes on the hour.

Step 21: Parliament Square has many statues
such as those of freedom fighter Nelson Mandela
and the author, feminist & politician Millicent
Fawcett.

Step 22: Retrace your steps back along Great
George Street and cross Horse Guards Road to
reach the southeastern edge of St James’s Park.

Step 23: Walk along Horse Guards Road.

Step 24: Enter St James’s Park opposite King
Charles Street and the Churchill War Rooms

Step 25: Turn right to walk alongside the lake
which is home to pelicans.

Step 26: Look out for Duck Island Cottage. Duck
Island is a sanctuary and a breeding ground for a
collection of wildfowl and other birds.
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Step 27: Take a little detour to admire what’s
growing in their front garden.

Step 28: Continue straight with the lake on your
left.

Step 29: Look over to your right to see Horse
Guards Parade which is where trooping the
colour is held to mark the monarch’s birthday.

Step 30: Continue straight towards The Mall.
Then turn right and return to Trafalgar Square.
You have competed The Jubilee Loop!
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